
Pink Out raises awareness 

The Catamounts Against Cancer recently sponsored a Pink Out Day 
on campus to promote breast cancer awareness. 

Club co-adviser Deanna Armentrout, professor of English, said that 
the event had a nice turn out “A lot of people were wearing pink in 
my classes The club also had a successful bake sale in front of the 
Student Union and in the residence halls that night 

Catamounts Against Cancer is affiliated with the Mineral County 
Relay For Life, with support from the American Cancer Society. 

The club is still in the planning stage for spring events. The PSC 
club has sent a team to the WVU Relay for Life. In years past, the 
Catamounts Against Cancer held an all-night event on the PSC 
campus. That event raised an average of $8 thousand each year, 
earning the club an award from the American Cancer Society for 
money raised per member of the college community. 

This year's club officers are President Amy Engels, vice-president 
Kaitlyn Armbr ester, and secretary/ treasurer Aleisha Iser. Computer 
Science Lecturer Amy Weaver is also a co-adviser of the club. 
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Final exams coming soon 

By Jonathan Smith 
S&A Editor 


With fall semester rap- 
idly ending, students are 
preparing for their final 
exams. The fall semester 
ends on Tuesday, Dec. 9. 
Wednesday is a campus- 
wide study day, with no 
classes. Final exams are 
Thursday and Friday, Dec. 
11-12 and Monday and 
Tuesday, Dec. 15-16. 

Evening class final ex- 
ams are held during “Dead 
Week.” 

Dead Week is Wednes- 
day, Dec. 3 through Tues- 
day, Dec. 9. Except eve- 
ning classes and practical 
lab tests, no major tests 
should be given this week. 

Information about your 
final exam schedule, class 
by class, can be found by 
going to the school's web- 
site, using the Current 
Student link on the home 
page. See “When are my 
final exams?" Typically, fi- 
nal exams are given in the 
room where the class met. 

Final exams are given 
in two-hour time blocks. 
English 90, 101, and 102 
exams are given Thursday 
morning, Dec. 11, at 8:30. 
Math 126 and the develop- 
mental math courses are 
given at 2 p.m. the same 
day. All other finals are de- 
termined by class time. 


Final exams are given 
according to the published 
final exam schedule. Rare- 
ly are exceptions made. 
“Some students may re- 
quest taking exams early 
so they can leave by the 
weekend. Such requests 
by students will not be ap- 
proved by our office," says 
a notice to faculty from the 
Associate Dean's Office. 

An important part of 
preparation for finals is 
sufficient studying. 

Hopefully as college stu- 
dents we all know the im- 
portance of studying for 
exams. However, there are 
many studying strategies 
and tools that students 
may not know about. 

“Dead week isn't as long 
as it should be," says CJ 
Kendle, a PSC sophomore 
majoring in psychology 
who is on the Provost's List. 

“Start your study plan in 
advance, and start prep- 
ping now, whether it's 
making flash cards or re- 
writing your notes. And re- 
view the information. Read 
some material every night." 

As students learn in psy- 
chology classes, there is a 
direct correlation between 
lack of sleep and lack of 
memory retention. There- 
fore, it is important for 
students to manage their 
time so that they get plenty 


of sleep during Dead Week 
and final exams. 

Also taught in PSC's psy- 
chology classes is the fact 
that sleep deprivation in- 
creases stress levels. One 
of the biggest factors in a 
low test score is a high lev- 
el of stress. 

“Don't stress too much 
about the final, and try to 
get a good night's sleep," 
says Kendle. “If you stress 
too much, you'll get test 
anxiety, and when you get 
there you'll forget every- 
thing you studied." 

Kendle went on to ex- 
plain the importance of 
confidence in test taking, 
and to offer some advice on 
how to stay confident. 

“If you go into a test 
thinking that you're go- 
ing to do bad, you're go- 
ing to do a lot worse than 
if you're confident. Study 
well, and know that you 
studied well enough to get 
a good grade. And if you 
come across a question 
that you don't know, just 
do your best and focus on 
what you do know. Don't 
freak out because of one or 
two questions." 

For more study tips and 
tools, and for free tutoring, 
students should visit the 
Academic Success Center 
located on the bottom floor 
of the library. 



Thanksgiving Recess set 

Potomac State College classes will not meet Satur- 
day Nov. 22 - Sunday, Nov. 30, for Thanksgiving 
Recess. Resident students must be out of the dorms 
by 4 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21, and may move back 
in after noon on Nov. 30. Lunch is the last Friday 
meal and dinner is the first Sunday meal. 


Last day to W from college 

Monday, Dec. 8 is the last day to withdraw from 
the college. This action means leaving the college. A 
withdrawal form is available on the college website 
under current students: important forms. 


Dorm Christmas break hours 

The dorms will close for Christmas Recess on 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 4 p.m. and will reopen on 
Sunday, Jan. 11 at noon. 

SGA initiatives considered 

SGA is considering a number of initiatives for next 
month and next semester. Veterans may be allowed 
to register one week earlier than most students. Vet- 
erans will also have a new lounge and new parking 
spots. SGA will allow students to present their own 
bills to be voted on by the SGA during open-floor 
meetings. The President and Vice President have 
started to have “town hall” style meetings with stu- 
dents, and SGA representatives will do the same 
soon after. These meetings will occur dorm to dorm 
at 1:30 p.m. Finally, SGA will be looking into cam- 
pus smoking policies to see what changes, if any, 
should be made. The SGA strongly encourages stu- 
dents to come out to meetings and voice their opin- 
ions on this issue. By Jonathan Smith 
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OXFAM banquet teaches students about world hunger 


By Travis Ferrell 
Editor 

The first on-campus 
OXFAM hunger banquet 
was held Wednesday night 
at the Davis Conference 
Center. Jeremy J. Kaler, 
student involvement coor- 
dinator with the Student 
Involvement Office of PSC, 
hosted the banquet. 

The dinner was a way 
to highlight that “hunger 
is a worldwide problem 
that no country (no matter 
how prosperous) is exempt 
from,” said Kaler. 

When entering the ban- 
quet participants were 
asked to select a slip of pa- 
per that was face down on 
a table by the door. On the 
paper was a place of where 
to be seated that was based 
on an income level. 

The lower class was seat- 
ed on the floor in the rear 
of the room. They dined on 
rice and water. 

The middle class was 
seated at tables with place 
markers and a single piece 
of silverware to eat with. 
They dined on beans and 
rice with lemonade. 

Before each of these 
groups started to eat, they 
were told to let the men 
eat first. If there was not 
enough to go around, the 
women would have to go 
without. 

This was to show attend- 
ees how resources are di- 
vided among the people in 
these groups. There was 
enough food for all that at- 
tended. 

The upper class's tables 
were set with a full dining 
complement of silverware. 
Dinner began with the first 
course of salad. The sec- 
ond course was London 
char broiled steak. 

The upper class din- 
ers also had waiters to fill 
their drinks and take their 
plates as they finished. 

The desert was apple pie 
with whip cream and a 
strawberry. 

Pauline Miller, a fresh- 
men pre-med student said, 
“It's a different and a great 
idea to show world hun- 
ger.” 

Josie Chisholm, a fresh- 
man nursing student, said, 
“The dinner was a good 
way to let people see what 
it's like to live in a different 
class.” 



showing world hunger.” 

Kaler believes that world 
hunger is a human-made 
problem. 

Kaler attended his first 
OXFAM banquet while he 
was an undergraduate at 
FSU. 

“Power and the unequal 
distribution and access 
to resources are at the root 
of the hunger problem. We 
just have to identify poli- 
cies and practices that are 
perpetuating the problem, 
and work to reform them.” 

Kaler went on to say, “The 
first step in the reform pro- 
cess is to raise awareness 
about the issue, and help 
people understand how 
hunger, poverty, culture, 
and power are intercon- 
nected.” 

“The next step is getting 
involved, and I encourage 
everyone that attended, or 
those that wanted to at- 
tend but could not attend, 
to seek out local opportu- 
nities to help alleviate hun- 
ger in their communities,” 
said Kaler. 

Those opportunities 
might include donating 
food to local food shelters, 
sending a small donation 
to OXFAM at OXFAM.org, 
hosting a food drive, or 
writing letters to local poli- 
ticians informing them of 
needs in the local commu- 
nity. 


Photos by PSC and Isaac Ferebee 


Shonae Wilson, a fresh- tion major, said “I think 
men business administra- it's a really unique way of 



The second annual ‘Keyser’s Got Talent ’ competition , sponsored by the Black Student 
Alliance Club , delivered a variety of entertainment enjoyed by all Pictured (l-r) with the 
winners are: Michael Laws , co-advisor to the BSA Club; Nick Cummings , the First Place 
Award with his rendition of A Great Big World’s Say Something; Brandon Washington , 
executive vice president of the BSA Club; Louis Paul , Third Place Award for his magic 
act; Jennifer Merrifield, co-advisor to the BSA Club; Olivia Young , Second Place Award 
for her dramatic interpretation of That’s My King by Dr. S.M. Lockridge; and BSA Club 
President Antar Evans. 


Students who 
leave PSC must 
complete loan 
counseling 

All student loan borrow- 
ers at Potomac State Col- 
lege are required to com- 
plete exit loan counseling 
before graduating, trans- 
ferring, and / or leaving 
school or after dropping 
below half-time status. 

Since repayment of stu- 
dent loans is a serious 
obligation, students must 
complete exit loan counsel- 
ing even though they may 
be re-enrolling at Potomac 
State, WVU, or transfer- 
ring to another college or 
university. 

An e-mail will be sent to 
fall graduates in mid No- 
vember from WVU's loan 
servicer, Heartland Cam- 
pus Solutions/ ECSI(ECSI), 
requiring completion of 
loan exit counseling. If the 
exit counseling has not 
been completed within the 
time frame specified, re- 
minder postcards will then 
be sent to the students' 
permanent mailing ad- 
dresses. 

At that time, fall gradu- 
ates who have not complet- 
ed the exit counseling re- 
quirement will have a hold 
placed on their University 
records. The hold prohibits 
the students from obtain- 
ing transcripts or grades 
and from registering for 
classes at West Virginia 
University and/or its re- 
gional campuses. 

Once the exit counseling 
requirement is completed, 
the hold will be released. 

Transferring students 
and students who are not 
returning to WVU and/ 
or Potomac State College 
for the spring 2015 term 
should contact the WVU 
Office of Student Accounts 
at 304-293-4006 to imple- 
ment the exit counseling 
process. 
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Equine program received “cool” horse donation 



By Pat McKone 
Ag. Editor 

Potomac State College 
received a generous dona- 
tion that crossed several 
states and over 700 miles 
of the United States. 

Donald Rice, of Sumiton, 
Ala., recently donated five 
quarter horses, includ- 
ing one stallion and four 
mares. Donald Rice owns 
and operates Double L. 
Farm, which was named 
after his father L.L. Rice. 

Through a series of un- 
expected events this dona- 
tion became a reality. 

A longtime friend of Don- 
ald Rice happened to be 
serving as an official for the 
West Virginia 4-H and FFA 
horse judging contest that 
was recently held at the 
Equestrian Center on the 
Potomac State campus. He 
approached Jared Miller, 
equine studies instructor, 
about a possible donation 
of horses for the college. 

The stallion is Grand 
Champion “Cooler than 
All.” He attained this title 
at one of the largest quar- 
ter horse shows in the 
country, the All-American 
Quarter Horse Congress. 
“Cooler than All” was also 
named as the Reserve 
World Champion in the 
Quarter Horse World Show. 

“Cooler Than All” has 
been placed in the WV 
Quarter Horse Associa- 
tion's Breeder's for Char- 
ity Futurity. “This will pro- 
mote the college's equine 
program as well as po- 
tentially allow students to 
show horses at that futu- 
rity,” Miller says. 

The mares will be placed 
in the college's equestrian 
reproduction program, giv- 
ing students hands-on ex- 
perience with horse breed- 
ing and the imprinting pro- 
cess that takes place fol- 
lowing birth. Two of the do- 
nated mares are currently 
in foal and are expected to 
give birth in January 2015. 

Miller is hoping to build 
up the equine program at 
the college with the limit 
resources available. He 
has been here for five years 
and has seen many im- 
provements to the equine 
program. 

The addition of these five 
horses brings with them a 


move in the right direction 
toward keeping up with the 
ever changing equine in- 
dustry, said Miller. 

Miller said, “These hors- 


By Pat McKone 
Ag. Editor 

Potomac State College 
of West Virginia University 
is the recipient of a USD A 
specialty crop grant for 
the 2013 fall semester. 
Dr. Donna Ballard, plant 
science professor, applied 
for a grant to support 
Farm to School production 
early in the year 2013. 
On Oct. 1, 2013 the WV 
Department of Agriculture 
awarded a $14,400 grant 
to Potomac State College 
for Farm to School cool 
season production. 

Ballard structured the 
grant to encompass a 
two-phase seminar that 
included a practical lab 
following each lecture 
week. The first phase of 
instruction was on the 
application of hydroponics 
followed with a complete 
set up of a hydroponics lab 


es will be part of a hands- 
on, living classroom to 
educate students on differ- 
ent aspects of the equine 
industry.” 


for lettuce production. 

Phase two was a seminar 
on high tunnel production. 
High tunnel production 
enables a crop producer to 
extend the growing season 
a few extra weeks. The high 
tunnel is basically a green 
house that uses the earth's 
thermal energy to keep the 
crops warm. The crops that 
will utilize the high tunnel 
at PSC's farm will likely be 
broccoli, kale, spinach and 
carrots with expansion 
into various other crops 
the next growing cycle. 

The seminars were 
open to the public and 
were taught by Ballard, 
Bobby Cheves, and Ben 
Walsh. During the set up 
of the high tunnels, two 
volunteers from the Mineral 
Extension Service's Master 
Gardener's Association 
were there along with 
members from the general 
public. 


College awarded high tunnel grant 



Students work to construct high tunnel 


Food donations collected 
for local food pantry 



On Sunday , Nov. 1 7, students of Potomac State College 
volunteered with local business owner Terrie Rogers 
to help collect food donations for the local food pantry. 
The stuff a truck raised over 500 pounds of donated 
perishables along with $50 cash donation. 


Don’t shave for cancer awareness 


By Nick Wright 
Campus News Editor 

For all the students, fac- 
ulty and anybody in the 
area who has been affected 
by or know somebody who 
has been diagnosed with 
cancer and would like to 
help, it might be as easy as 
throwing away your razor. 

No-shave November has 
started and by simply do- 
nating the money you 
would normally spend on 
razors and grooming prod- 
ucts we can help educate 
about cancer prevention, 
save lives, and aid those 
fighting the battle. Patients 
dealing with this disease 
have to go through long 
and expensive treatments 
like chemotherapy where 
patients will lose their hair, 
so you can help by letting 
yours grow. 

Cancer is a very serious 
illness that is hard to treat 
and can affect your body in 
many different ways. 

“Cancer remains the sec- 
ond most common cause of 
death in the US, account- 
ing for nearly one of every 
four deaths,” according to 
the American Cancer Soci- 
ety. 

No-shave November is 
not just for older men who 
live in the woods and al- 
ready have beards but re- 
ally for everybody, man or 
woman, who would like 
to help promote cancer 
awareness. 

Damian Powell, a sec- 
ond-year journalism stu- 


dent, doesn't have a full 
beard but wanted to help. 
He joked, “I've been par- 
ticipating in No-shave No- 
vember since I was nine.” 
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Participating in No-shave 
November is not just for 
men. Women may donate 
the money they would nor- 
mally spend on shaving 
their legs or waxing. 

PSC student Nikol Bouk- 
night has participated in 
No-shave November for a 
few years. She is aware of 
the American Cancer So- 
ceity's fundraising effort 
because she has been per- 
sonally affected: her moth- 
er has cancer. 

College Nurse Cher- 
ise Southerly commented 
about how most young 
males don't worry how 
cancer could affect them 
and don't even think about 
getting checked at a health 
center. However, cancer is 
a serious illness that could 
affect you at any age. 

The most common male- 
orientated cancer is pros- 
tate, which is treatable if 
caught early and deadly if 
left undetected, although 
lung cancer is the number 
one killer of men. 
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Anthropology teacher explored native American culture 


By Jordan Lewis 
Feature Editor 

Catie Snider has been 
hired this year as a visiting 
sociology and anthropol- 
ogy instructor for Potomac 
State College. 

Snider's undergraduate 
studies were in biology and 
anthropology at the Uni- 
versity of Delaware. 

Snider went on to at- 
tend graduate school at 
the University of Montana, 
earning a master's degree 
in biological anthropology. 


She compared Missoula, 
home to the University of 
Montana, to Keyser in that 
“both cities have the out- 
doors right out the back 
door; fishing and hunting 
are a way of life.'' Snider 
takes a big interest in being 
outside and hiking is one 
of her favorite pastimes. 

Americorp led Snider in 
Montana's direction origi- 
nally, but ultimately one of 
the most interesting things 
about her road to Potomac 
State is that she lived in 


DID YOU REALIZE? 



A ton of recycled paper saves: 
7 7 trees 
380 gallons of oil 
7000 gallons of water 
4000 kilowatts of energy 
3 cubic yards of landfill space 

ESC recycles copy paper, 
newspapers, magazines, 
catalogs, and cardboard in the 
trailers behind the gym. 

Do your part and recycle today 



North Carolina while com- 
muting four hours to exca- 
vate rare Native American 
remains in Alabama. She 
and her team examined 
over 300 remains. The 
tribe was considered to be 
ancestors to the Cherokee. 

Snider loved North 
Carolina and her job in 
Alabama, but ultimately 
wanted to teach. Eventu- 
ally she landed in Allegany 
County, where she is origi- 
nally from. She was ac- 
tive in contacting Potomac 
State and the timing was 
just right to get the po- 
sition here. “I am so im- 
pressed with the student 
diversity. I think that says 
a lot about a school. I view 
Potomac State as its own 
little melting pot.'' 

Snider loves the class- 
room and plans on con- 
tinuing her teaching career 
into her future. “I like to 
ask questions and get an 
idea of who my students 
are and their personalities. 
I really try and make my 
classroom and the materi- 
al relate to real life circum- 
stances.'' 

She said that learning 
new things never goes out 


of style. 

In the spring semester, 
Snider will be teaching sev- 
eral sociology courses, from 
101 up to 254. Cultural An- 
thropology is an interest- 
ing course of these choices 


and students seem to enjoy 
themselves in this class. 
Students in this course will 
look into cultures across 
the globe, from hunters 
and gatherers to industri- 
alized nations. 



3eer and wine making class visits brew pub 


The Small Scale Grapes and Grains class at Potomac State toured the brewing facility 
at Blackwater Brewing in Davis , W. Va. on Saturday. Brewmaster Lincoln Wilkins 
described each step in the process of his three-barrel brewing system. Wilkins , who 
grew up in the area, said he learned the art of brewing as a homebrewer. He gained 
more knowledge about brewing and the restaurant business from his time in New 
Orleans. 


Pictured above are class instructor Tom Sydow, assistant professor of English, (center); 
Wilkins (far right) and students Shannon White, Harry Hood, Elizabeth Fitzgerald, 
Larry Bloom and Mark DelSignore (left to right). 

Sydow said this class was the fifth consecutive offering at Potomac State of a beer and 
wine making class. He said the class brewed a golden ale and made wine from grapes 
grown in a student's vineyard. Sydow and co-instructor Donna Ballard, associate 
professor of agriculture, plan to offer the class again next fall semester. 
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Cats open strong 



Sophomore guard Krishaun Myers drives to the basket 
Myers is part of the sophomore leadership on the Cats 
this year as the team hopes to return to Nationals. 


e/n spoons 

Florida Boys playing Cat ball 


By Nikol Bouknight 
Sports Editor 


By Isaac Ferebee 
Sports Editor 

Potomac State men's 
basketball is ready to make 
the leap to becoming one of 
the elite in NJCAA basket- 
ball. The Catamounts put 
together their best season 
in recent memory finish- 
ing their 2013-2014 sea- 
son: an impressive 23-8, 
with a slam dunk reward 
of capturing the Region XX 
championship. 

With two games left be- 
fore Thanksgiving break, 
PC has matched their sec- 
ond best six-games start in 
the last three years. 

Returning sophomore 
forward Ketrick Bartley has 
set high expectations for 
the Catamounts this year. 
“Personally I really think 
we can do it this year. We 
just have to be disciplined," 
Bartley said when asked 
about becoming one of the 


elite amongst the NJCAA. 
“ I really think we can go 
all the way to the national 
tournament with the guys 
that we have," Bartley 
added. 

The Catamounts are be- 
ing led this season by the 
leadership of their return- 
ing players. Sophomore 
guard Quincy Miller is 
averaging 17.8 points per 
game; guard Krishaun My- 
ers is averaging 16.6 points 
per game while grabbing 
5.2 rebounds per game, 
while utility man Ketrick 
Bartley is contributing in 
the starting lineup and off 
the bench. And freshman 
Dontae Campbell is get- 
ting in on the fun, adding 
14 points per game. 

After break you can 
catch the Cats at home 
on Dec. 9, against Mercy- 
hurst North East at 7 p.m. 
in Lough Gymnasium. 


“Is it something in the 
water because the Florida 
boys are taking over." 

Approaching a long sea- 
son ahead, as Head Coach 
Justin Anderson likes to 
call it, the Potomac State 
College men's basketball 
team has a game plan. The 
team hits a slam dunk on 
hard work and dedication 
every practice. 

With a roster of fourteen 
registered out-of-state 
players, and nine of those 
players from the same 
state, the question may 
arise, what does this sea- 
son have in store for us? 

Among the nine play- 
ers from Florida there are 
four players from the same 
city, and all nine have rec- 
ollection of either playing 
against or with one anoth- 
er in a basketball tourna- 
ment. 

Freshman players Travis 
Brown, Desmond Chan- 
dler, William Barlow and 
Jaylon Oxendine of Palat- 
ka, Florida, say that they 
have always enjoyed play- 
ing together and cannot 
believe that they ended up 
playing for the same col- 
lege. “These are my boys 
for life, and playing basket- 
ball together just makes us 
family," says Brown. 

Caelen Watts from Tam- 
pa, Florida, played on the 
same AAU basketball team 
as Brown, Chandler, Bar- 
low and Oxendine. 

Coincidentally, fresh- 
man Zackery White of Mi- 
ami says he remembers 
playing against sophomore 
Ketrick Bartley who is also 
from Miami, in the GMAC 
championship Tourna- 
ment that divides the best 
high school basketball 
teams in Miami and put 
them head-to-head in a 


By Krista Kenney 
Campus News Editor 

The women’s and men’s soc- 
cer teams have concluded the 
2014 campaign with winning 
records and post-season losses. 

The women’s soccer team, un- 
der the direction of Head Coach 
Mark Sprouse, concluded their 
season with a 12-5 record. 

Hannah Rezutek was named 


basketball all-star match 
up. 

“What's up Cuzzo," is 
what it usually said, fol- 
lowed by a handshake, 
when these two Fort Lau- 
derdale natives meet up. 
Sophomore Krishaun My- 
ers and Freshman Eugene 
Harvey have only added a 
better bond to this Florida 
family. “Being from the 
same city automatically 
puts us in the same boat 


NJCAA Women’s Soccer player 
of the week. She broke the Po- 
tomac State single-game scoring 
record by socring six goals. The 
Lady Cats lost their Region XX 
quarter-final match to host Mont- 
omery-Rockville, 5-2. 

The men’s soccer team start- 
ed its season on the new turf at 
Stayman Field. The season end- 
ed with a record of 11-7, losing 
Region XX playoffs, 5-1 against 


to know how one another 
works when it comes to 
basketball," says Harvey. 

With a record of 4-2, the 
team is off to an excep- 
tional season, and there 
is no surprise that among 
the starting five line ups in 
these games, a Florida Boy 
is somewhere to be found. 
Head Coach Anderson may 
have been on to something 
when recruiting from the 
waters of Florida. 


host Howard Community Col- 
lege. 

Catamount Brandon Lee be- 
came second-leading goal and 
point scorer in NJCAA for 2014. 

Head Coach Dr. Ray Kiddy 
commented in a college press 
release, “We would have liked to 
finish a little stronger this season, 
but we get to send the sophomore 
class out with 26 wins over the 
last two years.” 


CATCH the LADY CATS 
TONIGHT at 7 
Lough Gym 
against Frederick CC 



Lexi Carr drives in the home opener. The Lady Cats are 
4-1 in their first five games with home games tonight at 7 
and Friday at 7. Sports photos thanks to PSC 

Soccer teams complete winning seasons 
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Marijuana is NOT a crime 

Most of the time when prohibition is mentioned, people 
relate back to 1920 when otherwise law-abiding citizens were 
breaking the law to get alcohol. Prohibition is still happening 
today, only it prohibits marijuana, a substance far less 
dangerous than alcohol or cigarettes, which are both legal. 

The federal government should decriminalize marijuana. 

Some states have taken matters into their own hands. Alaska, 
Colorado, Oregon, Washington and the District of Columbia all 
have approved marijuana for recreational use, and here is why 
they are correct in doing so. 

The costs of enforcing marijuana laws are numerous. 
According to a recent article in the Charleston Gazette, 
marijuana counts for over fifty percent of drug arrests each year 
in West Virginia. Imagine what our state, or every state for that 
matter, could do with that money. 

There has been debate over the health effects of marijuana for 
years, with no evidence of addiction or dependence, especially 
when compared to alcohol or tobacco. Marijuana has been 
proven to help with anxiety, seizures, and slow the progression 
of cancer. The benefits alone could write this editorial for me. 

I do believe the concern of the developing brain is legitimate, 
which is why after legalizing it, you should have to be 2 1 to 
possess it, just like alcohol. 

Creating systems to manufacture and sell marijuana might 
get tricky, but these problems are solvable as Colorado has 
proven. State laws have been written to regulate growers 
and sellers. Most importantly, the state is expected to collect 
approximately $30 million in revenue from taxing growers, 
sellers, and customers. Talk about a green solution to economy 
issues! 

So, fellow students and citizens of West Virginia, the proof 
is in the plant. Legalization would put West Virginia ahead. 
Signing off on a high note, (no pun intended ) — Jordan Lewis 
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Gun control is silly 

With the recent robbery on North Water Street where over 12 
guns were stolen from a private residence by two PSC students, 
we are reminded that personal protection is one important 
reason why the right to keep and bear arms needs to be 
protected. 

This right is protected by the Second Amendment of the 
United States Constitution. The general idea behind this Second 
Amendment was to ensure that Americans would be armed in 
the event that they have to defend themselves from others or, 
in the worst-case scenario, defend themselves from a tyrannical 
government as the Founding Fathers had done prior to writing 
the Constitution. 

That being said, there are many other important reasons 
why our citizens’ rights to own guns must be protected. One of 
these reasons is the ability to hunt. Many people hunt in the 
United States and West Virginia is certainly no exception to 
this. Hunting for most people is becoming a sport rather than a 
necessity, but many also have to hunt in order to get food. 

Sport shooting, on the other hand, is becoming more popular. 
Sport shooting can include events such as target shooting and 
competition shooting. I personally love target shooting and to 
take away or pick apart this right would destroy this hobby and 
a way of life for myself and many other Americans. 

Most regulations on firearms have proven to be ineffective. 
Examples of this include bans on “assault weapons.” These laws 
tend to only affect cosmetic or ergonomic features on guns and 
never actually affect the lethality of said guns. Moreover, these 
laws don’t deter criminals from breaking the law. Criminals, as 
it turns out, don’t follow the law. 

These failures to regulate guns mirror the failure of 
prohibition of alcohol in the United States in the 1920s. When 
you start to tear apart a way of life for people, it doesn’t go over 
well. Instead of demonizing inanimate objects, we should teach 
people more about said objects, because knowledge in general is 
severely lacking in this country. 

Dustin Van Meter 


Cancer Center was good to us 

Cancer is the word that people are so afraid to hear. It 
changes people’s lives forever. People who are lost and don’t 
know what to do should look into the Cancer Treatment Centers 
of America. 

The Centers are places to make the patients feel like people, 
not just a room number. There are more people who volunteer 
there than people who work their full time. They have limo 
drivers to take the people out to places and stores if they need 
anything. 

When my mother was diagnosed with liver cancer, my 
parents did not know what to do. They looked all over the place 
until they found the Cancer Treatment Centers of America in 
Philadelphia, Pa. They helped my parents deal with what we 
were going through. I recommend this place to anyone who has 
family members who need help due to cancer. 

My father knows that place gave my mother more time than 
she would have had anywhere else. When my mother went 
to the hospital, they were talking about how she would have 
like two months but after they went to the Cancer Treatment 
Centers she lived almost a full year compared the hospital’s two- 
month diagnosis. 

The Cancer Treatments Centers took great care for my mother 
when she was in dire need of help and I will always remember 
that, so I recommend this place to people who need help fighting 
cancer. 


Damian Powell 
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Charlie Brown comes to P5C 


Charlie Brown comes to Potomac State on Thursday 
- Saturday evenings on the week after Thanksgiving 
Recess. Proceeds from ticket sales go toward the college’s 
spring musical, Mary Poppins. 

Front and Centre Stage will be presenting a 
live, stage version of the time-honored classic, A Charlie 
Brown Christmas , at Potomac State College in the 
Church-McKee Arts Center on December 4, 5, and 6. The 
show will begin at 7 p.m. 

Tickets will be available at the door at the Box 
Office beginning one hour before each performance. PSC 
students get in free with their college IDs. Ticket prices 
are $10 for adults and $8 for children, 12 and under. 
Tickets may also be reserved by calling 304-788-6855. 

More information about the show can also be found at 
the Front and Centre Stage website. 

Free for students Xmas program 

Take a break from studying for final exams and spend 
an afternoon in the joy of the Christmas season as 
Highland Arts Unlimited presents Latshaw Productions 
Christmas Memories. 

Coming to Keyser for one show only, Latshaw will kick 
off its holiday performance at 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 7 at 
the Church-McKee Arts. 

Now in more than 20 cities across 10 states, this 
show is becoming one of the area’s most enjoyed holiday 
traditions. Patrons say this heartwarming, musical 
celebration of Christmas just gets better and better 
each year with its dazzling production numbers, superb 
musical arrangements, beautiful costumes, dancing and 
more. 

An appearance by Santa Claus will add to the festivities 
and area residents won’t want to miss Keyser native 
Rhoades Whitehill as he performs with the orchestra. 

Admission for the upcoming concert is free to HAU 
members and to Potomac State Students with a college 
ID. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students. 
Children under 12 are admitted free with a paying adult. 


PSC active in Focus on Future 



The ninth annual Focus on the Future brought PSC 
students and middle school students together last week. 
Pictured from left to right are wildlife management 
majors Cody Pancake , Sawyer Smith , Kiersten Smith 
and Allison Evans. We are all completers in Wildlife 
Management. 


Media students have favorite TV ads 

Students in Media and Society class have been discussing advertising. Here are 
some student favorites from television past and present. 



The Verizon Super Bowl commercial with 
Tim Tebow is a favorite of mine because 
Tebow is a favorite football player/ role 
model. The commercial highlights Veri- 
zon’s no-contract plan in a year when 
Tebow can humorously say, “Tim Tebow 
here. Who needs a contract?” At the 
time, Tebow didn’t have an NFL contract. 
Tebow was one of the most polarizing 
football players of all time, so using his 
popularity was a creative move by Veri- 
zon. Brandon Liller 




I like the Guinness wheelchair commercial 
with the message, “The choices we make 
reveal the true nature of our character. ” 
The ad shows a group of men playing 
wheelchair basketball. You don’t see until 
they walk out that only one must remain 
in his chair. Daniel Kerwin 


I would have to say my favorite commer- 
cial is the “Mean Joe Greene” Coke com- 
mercial. Most everyone has seen or heard 
about it. I think it is cool how this “big 
bad guy” has a little kid tug at his heart 
strings by giving him a drink of Coke af- 
ter a tough football game then just as the 
little kid thinks Mean Joe is just walking 
away, Joe tosses his jersey to the kid. 

The ad is a classic. Matthew Mills 

Photos by Ryan Dickerson 


I like the new Macbook Air commercial 
because the ad shows that even though 
companies come up with new notebook 
computers, the new generation of Mac- 
book users are especially creative on their 
Macbook Air. Also, I like the soundtack 
beats in the commercial. Cyaira Kelly 


My favorite TV commercial is the Geico 
commercial called Words Can Really Hurt 
You. I think it is clever at the end of the 
commercial that the loner cowboy is rid- 
ing off into the sunset when The End ap- 
pears and he hits the word and falls off 
his horse. Katie DeHaven 
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Students 


Would legal pot make final exams easier? 


Photos and interviews by Damian Powell and Jordan Lewis 




Jeff Schul: It’s been proven 
scientifically that THC helps 
lower anxiety which in turn 
would help with test anxiety. 


Brittany Evans: Yes , be- 
cause I believe students 
would concentrate better and 
be less stressed. 



Paul Burford: No, because 
marijuana controls pain by 
damaging nerve cells and 
the brain. 



Jadith Acosta: I could go 
either way. Legalized mari- 
juana might not affect some 
people and others might be 
all for it. 


Emily McClung: Hell yeah! 
Kids could unwind better 
and it also expands your dy- 
namic thinking process and 
everyone is doing it anyway. 
People would be free to light 



Daryl Ponger. Yes, because 
smoking marijuana would 
help students relax and fi- 
nals wouldn’t be as stress- 
ful. 


up. 


See our legalize marijuana 
editorial on Page 6 


Jenna Amtower: No, be- 
cause if students were high 
during finals, they would fail. 



Courtney Smith: No, be- 
cause when you’re under the 
influence of drugs, you make 
poor choices, but I do believe 
it helps with anxiety. 



Tori Starkey: Yes, because 
when you smoke , your at- 
tention span is better and 
you retain information better. 









